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Independent claim 7 is also amended for clarity to correct antecedent 
basis of the "cylindrical member* and "fastener member*, and claim 8 Is 
amended for clarity to state that the threads of said cylindrical member contact 
said shank. In addition, claim 7 is amended as described for claim 1 to provide 
the 'conventional threaded member* with *a first set of threads* and "a shank 
including an unthreaded portion longer than openings in a workpiece through 
which said shank extends.:.*. Also, the respective threads are enumerated as 
being a 'second set of threads 9 , *a third set of threads 9 and *a fourth set of 
threads*, these threads, along with the first set of threads, all being 0 cut in the 
same direction and of approximately the same pitch*. • * 

...... .. . ■ : . . . . • 

With respect to the objections to dependent claims 11 and 12, it 
ahould.be noted at line 8 of claim 7 (as amended} from which they depend 
specifies "threads on an outer surface of said cylindrical member...* , with claim 
10 specifying at line 2 that the "cylindrical member extends beyond said 
fastener member../. Also, Fig. 4 shows the threaded cylindrical member 2a 
extending beyond the fastener i member, and a threaded portion of a bolt 
extendirig beyonid member 2a. : A locking nut :2b; )2t (dashed lines) may be 
threaded onto Either or both of the bolt or memb^v2a. . The.: accompanying 
description for this is found at the middle paragraph. of Pg. 7, as originally filed. 
Thusrthe-H»bJectfon-toeliym 




.... 2 ...... , 
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The rejections to claims 1 - 5, 7 - 12 and 19 • 20 should be moot In 
view of the telephonic conference noted above. 

Claims 14 • 18 are cancelled with this amendment responsive to the 

restriction requirement mailed 1 1/25/2002. 

As all the objections and rejections are believed obviated, favorable 
action is respectfully requested. No new matter is added with this amendment. 
In the event there are outstanding issues that remain to be resolved, a 
telephone call is solicited. 

Marie Clodfelter, Agent of Record 
Registration number 34,564 
555 Sparkman Drtive, Suite 1602D 
Huntsville, Ala. 35816 
Tel. (256) 895-8339 
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1 - r (currently amended). A nut assembly for Joining two or more workpieces 

2 s together comprising; 

3 a first fastener member having a first generally cylindrical Inner bore 

4 provided with a first set of threads therein, 

6 a second fastener member provided with a second set of threads on 

6 an exterior surface thereof for threadable engagement with said first set of 

7 threads, said second fastener member having a second generally cylindrical 

8 Inner bore provided with a third set of threads therein, 

9 said first set of threads, said second set of threads and said third set 
10 of threads all being cut in the same direction and being of approximately the 
n same pitch, 

12 a threaded mfember having a shank includin g an unttm*riert V nrti r « 

13 kPgg than coaxial bores m said wprkpteces through whirh gaajbaa ds d 

14 - einber «rte"d3.: said threaded number farther' having a convention qi 

15 toread/gfaan k inferfpc* , • ... 

16 f.nrM whereby as said a threaded member having a conventional 

17 forad/onank i n terface is threadably advanced into- said third Set of threads of 
is said second fastener member, said third set of toreads of said second astener 
10 member contact said conventional thread/ shank interface of aaid Uucadcd 
20 member, with further relative advancement rotation between said first fastener 

- 21 -member-and-smd- second-fastener member ^ 
aa to be advanced past said conventional thi^/shank interface of said threaded 
23 member and contact a said workpiece adjacent said nut assembly; 

" '" •-' f'V • 
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1 1 (currently amended). A nut assembly for Joining two or more workpleces 

2 together comprising; 

3 a first fastener member having a first general* cylindrical inner bore 

4 provided with a first set of threads therein, 

« a second fastener member provided with a second set of threads on 

6 an exterior surface thereof for threadable engagement with said first set of 

t threads, said second fastener memljer having a second generally cylindrical 

8 inner bore provided with a third Let J threads therein.1 W p : : 

9 ^ dfc8tSetof tf^ds,yisew 

10 of threads all being cut in\jhj same' direction and being of approximately the 

11 same pitch, 

13 / fl threaded member WvtriV » shank farin g an unjjgeadejd r fr-y- 

13 ton ger/than coWbores iZwM worknl^ th^. p Jl whirf , saiH th*^ ^ 

14 memb T emends, saiXhrcartfd member fl ,rth„, having s cjaa ^ionaj 
1/shank intppf^, 




as said a threaded member having a conventional 

»7 t h rP n U/flhonlimiu f mit is threadably advanced into said third set of threads of 

18 said second fastener member, said third set of threads of said second fastener 

19 member contact said conventional thread/shank interface of said threaded 

20 member, with further relative advancement rotation between said first fastener 

21 member anoLsaid second Jastener-member causmg said fi member" 

22 to be advanced past said conventional thread/shank interface of said threaded 

23 member and contact a said workpiece adjacent said nut assembly. 



PACE 7/13 * RCVD AT 2^1M0M 3:40:57 PM (Eastern Standard Time) * SVR:USPT0^FXRF-1/2 » ONIS:8729306 » CSD:2568958339* DURATION (mm-ss):1146 



FEB-13-20O4 02:2T PM PATENT SERVICES 
i 



2368958339 



(Piously tended,. A nut assembly as act forth in claim 1 wherein said 
■ flrat fastener member and said second fastener member are attached by a 

3 temporary attachment so that said second fastener member initially makes 

4 contact with said conventional thread/shank interface, after which additional 

5 ^ 16 "V** to break «« attachment to advance said flrat fastener 

6 member past said conventional thread/shank interface. 



1 

2 
3 
4 



3 (previously amended). A nut assembly a, set forth in claim 2 wherein said 
attachment provides resistance to turning of said second fastener member 
within said first fastener member in a threading direction so as to tighten said 
second fastener member against said conventional i-hr«n<i,/oka»i. w A^. 



1 4 (original). A fastener as set forth in claim 2 wherein said attachment is 
9 bonding agent. 



> 5 (previous* amended). A nut assembly as set forth in claim 1 whereto said 

» threaded member Is a conventionally configured bolt. 

1 6 (cancelled). A nut assembly as set forth to claim 1 further comprising at 

3 ' M8t t "° C ° PUnar membere having an opening thereto, said openings 

» J»tag_eoaxlally aligned, with- said threaded member WridlnS uirough said 

* openings so that a shank of said threaded member is disposed within Mid 

* opening, and said conventional thread/shank interface extends beyond said 

5 
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— *r. or ^ ^ maaba m ^ nu( ^ ^ ^ 

«cond fa,*,* maaber „ ^ Wd ^ 

I 1 respective one of said coolenur m-™!—™ 

a coptanar members, compressing said coplanar members 

J&JStogether. 

> . 7 (currant* amended,, a fastener for use „ ^ , 

' asm6 ^^ at m or M ^ b*^^^ ■ 

4 ^"^ W ^ BN M to^ ^ ^ ^ 

5 "atfd^^ae^ent.0^ 

a <b,,.n«r member havtng a Urn bore wtth a^^,^ 
7 threads therein, 



8 



a genera* cytoMoa. m^bcr hawng a oecond bore . wi* 

« ^^l^^aeeondbore^ 

.0 thread, of aatd WCTt)orl „, mrmto1rtHa>MM|l ^ ^ 

" * ,hreaij3 °" M outer aurfbee of aaid ctfindrlca. member for threadabt, 

M ^agmg.aid ^ vt af , nf Bn 1 nl U,read.,f ^d a^fa.^ manba ^ jlfl 

" feMf » 88 * ^ Wnr ,1. n,t jn the 

15 ^^M SJV tbe same Pitch so that when aatd thread, of .aid so^enHgMl 
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16 t hreaded , member bolt liko ortiolo are thrcadably advanced Into said second 

17 bore, said unthreaded pqrtlon Pfftftltl shank engages an end of said thinly of 
IS threads of said seesad cylindrical member and blocks further advancement of 

19 «M cylindrical member with further rotation of said conventiona l 

20 threaded member be lt lik e article advancing said feet fastener member past 

21 said shank ig_be ami tightened against said a workpiece. 

1 8 (currently amended). A fastener as set forth in claim 7 further comprising an 

2 attachment coupling said fastener member and said cylindrical member 

3 together so that after said third se t of threads of said cylindrical member 

4 contact c ontact s said unthreaded portion of said shank, additional torque is 

5 required to break said attachment so that said fastener member may . be 

6 advanced over said unthreaded portion of shank. 

1 9 (previously amended). A festener as set forth in claim 8 wherein said 

2 attachment provides resistance to turning of said cylindrical member within 

3 said fastener member in a direction to tighten said fastener. 

1 10 (currently amended). A fastener as set forth In claim 8 wherein said 

2 cylindrical member extends beyond said fastener member when said 
-3 conventional -threaded-member bolt Him artfale is tightened ~ " ~ 



7 
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1 11 (original). A fastener as set forth to claim 10 further comprising a locking 

2 member th readable onto an exterior portion of said cylindrical member, and 

3 thrcadably abuttable against said fastener member for locking said fastener 

4 member and said cylindrical member together. 

1 12 (currently amended). A fastener as set forth in claim 10 wherein a threaded 

2 portion of said conventional threaded member extends beyond said cylindrical 
a member, with a locking member threadable onto said conventional threaded 

4 member bolt Uks articl e and threadably abuttable against said cylindrical 

5 member for locking said fastener member, said cylindrical member and said 

6 conventional threade d member bolt like articl e together. 

1 13 (cancelled). A fastener as set forth in claim 10 wherein said workpiece 

2 further comprises at least two coplanar members each having an opening, each 

3 said opening coaxially aligned, with said shank extending through both 

4 openings and terminating therebeyond so that when said fastener is threaded 

5 onto said threaded bolt-like article, said generally cylindrical member first 

6 umlauts aaiU »htuik, with additional torque applied to said fhstcner member or 

7 said bolt-like article threaded bolt or other LhietuleU member breaking said 
s attachment so that said fastener member may be threaded onto said cylindrical 
9 -member to abut an adjacent-said coplanar member. - - 



s 
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1 14 (cancelled): A method for fastening adjoining members wherein a shank of a 

2 threaded article passes slightly beyond said adjoining members comprising the 

3 steps of: 

4 1) threadably positioning a sleeve having exterior threads and interior 

5 threads within a threaded bore of a fastening member, 

6 2) threadably advancing said sleeve onto said article until said sleeve 

7 abuts a thread/shank interface of said threaded article, halting advancement 
s of said sleeve onto said article, 

9 3 ) continuing to threadably advance said fastening member on said 

10 sleeve until said fastening member is sufficiently tightened against an adjacent 

1 1 one of said adjoining members. 

1 IS (cancelled). A method as set forth in claim 14 further comprising the step of 

2 releasably attaching said fastening member and said sleeve together. 

1 16 (cancelled). A method as set forth'in claim IS further comprising the step of 

2 constructing said sleeve of a length longer than said fastening member. 

1 17 (cancelled). A method as set forth in claim 16 further comprising the step of 

2 threading a locking nut onto said sleeve in abutting relation with said fastening 
"3~ membCT _ T6~~lock~ ^ adjoining 
4 members together. 
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l 18 (cancelled). A method as set forth in claim 16 further comprising threading 

a a locking nut onto threads of said threaded article in abutting relation against 

3 said sleeve. 

% 

1 ^(previously amended). A nut assembly as set forth in claim 1 wherein said 

2 first fastener member is fteedfy attached to an adjacent one of said workpieces, 

3 with rotation of said threaded member advancing said second fastener member 

4 to said conventional thread/shank interface, with further rotation of said 
s threaded member tightening said second fastener member and compressing 
6 said workpieces together. 

1 (currently amended). A fastener as set forth in claim 7 wherein said 

2 fastener member is affixed to an adjacent said workpiece so that rotation of 

3 said conventional threaded member bolt like article tightens said fastener and 
« said threaded mt?mher bolt like article against said workpiece. 
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